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in the humble opinion of my Association, constitute a further encroach-
ment on the small measure of liberty enjoyed by the British Indian under
Law 3 of 1885, which the proposals are intended to replace.
(1)  Under the Law, then, as now interpreted, the Indian is, as in
practice he has always been, free to trade anywhere he chooses.
(2)  Though there is in the Law a clause restricting residence to Loca-
tions, wards, or streets set apart for the purpose, as the Supreme Court
has held, it is inoperative, as there is no sanction provided for it in the
Law.   The British Indian is, therefore, free to reside where he likes.   He
may not own fixed property, but he is entitled to own leases.
(3)  There is in the Law no restriction whatsoever on the free immigra-
tion of Asiatics.
Under the proposals made by His Excellency, the issue of licenses
outside Bazaars would be restricted only to those who were carrying on
business at the commencement of hostilities, and, then only, during the
residence in this Colony of the licensees, a proviso which materially
curtails the possibility of expansion even for the few who were trading
at the commencement of hostilities. The proposal, therefore, would
ultimately mean a complete sweeping out of the British Indian trader,
except from Locations.
Exemption from liability to reside in Locations is contemplated,
but, as has been shown above, the liability to reside in Locations does not
exist, but will have to be created and will, therefore, be a new restriction.
Exemption from registration will be merely nominal, as almost all
the old residents of the Transvaal have, in obedience to Lord Milner's
advice, paid the registration fee, and as the fewest possible new men would
be allowed to enter the Colony under the Immigration Ordinance proposed
to be introduced. As a matter of fact, the Peace Preservation Ordinance
is employed to shut out every Indian who is not a refugee, no matter
what his intellectual attainments, social qualities, or habits of life may be.
It is, therefore, respectfully submitted that in not a single particular
will the proposals under discussion concede anything to the British Indians,
but they would very materially restrict the rights hitherto enjoyed by them.
My Association is grateful to His Excellency for advising that the
Indians may be allowed to hold land in their own names which may be
devoted to religious purposes, but my Association may be pardoned for
saying that, when the bulk of the Indian population is compulsorily segre-
gated, the concession would be of little or no use, and could not be availed
ofjf the land is not allowed to be used for purposes of drawing an income
for the support of religious institutions. Nor is the proposal altogether
new, because, time after time, Her late Majesty's agents brought the matter
to the notice of the late President Kruger, who had promised to grant relief.
His Excellency has been pleased to say that "the British Indian
Association maintains that these sites (referring to the new Locations laid
out) are quite unsuitable, but they have in my opinion overstated their
case". With the greatest deference to His Excellency, my Association